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XYLEXPO AND BI-MU: SEE YOU IN OCTOBER!

The news was dfficially announced a few raonths
ago. the wondworking machinery exhibition is mo-
ving to Oetober. Lockifg for a new project, and
possibly even.a new identity, the exhibition has
canceled the historical date in May - and (he fra=
ditional yearly rotation with Ligna in Hannover,
schoduled in May in odd-numbered yoars.  and
movetlaway from the interference with “Holz Han-
dwerk” seheduled nexd Mareh

Abolddecision and a parinership we have decided
toillustrate in more detail, as the weeks are passing
by and Ocloberis not sa far. S, it's time lo undcor-
stand what lies ahead, the plans of the management
of Acimall le Italian assecialion of weodwerking
machinery manufaciurers, owner of the event

Alfredo Mariotti.

Ihrough Cepra, and Ueimu-Sistemi per produr-
re.

Before we gointo.details, let s add thatthis deci-
sion. baset] on the news al the lime we are sending
this 1ssug to press, seems to be a happy one, as
the cxhibitions scheduled in the first menths of
this year seem fo face a hard time.

I Ihis situation, we have met the direclors of the
twa extiibitions and the comesponding associations:
al one ond of the table — to comply with sacial di-
stancing prescriplions — Dario Corbetta, director
of Xylexpo and Acimall. al the other Alfredo
Mariotti, dircctor of Bi-Mu and Ueimu-Sistemi per
produrrs.

Why have you Undertaken this joint initiative?

We had been discussing willr Acimall's frends
about a new concept, an nitiative to show that
Confindusiria memper associations can work io-
getier, share projects and purposes in a tangibie
way” Alfredo Mariotti said. “Recent events have
drivenius fo collaborate lo take the first step into
Inaf direction and, for reasons {wiil iiusirate iater
on, imagine a "material processing October”, if
you aliow this oefinifion

Bl-Mufs a historical event, which over the years has
beon constantly growing and innovating. and today
it is even more essential o offer pew oppariuniies
to exhibifors and a olifferent experience fo visitors
Noving Xylexpo to Octobey, we can give & strong
sigrial, prasenting two undisputed leading exhibitions
in their respective industries that, while preserving
their peculiar features and remaining distinct, are
organized as & single event, aunique moos! affering
tangibic venefits to cxhibitors and visitors”

“In recent years, since the painful decision fo cancel
Xyiexpa 2020, wa have pondarad on what Xyicxpo
can and should Hecome” Dario Corbetta said
“Faest of alt, we eonsidered the necds of visiiors, as
ary extibifior cannot be designed witliout cansiderig
ihalr noods  Scveral industty oporalors: showed
some: ‘prefersnca” for an exbibition in the secard
haif of the: year, not only o liave mote faverabie sa-
nitary conditions, but alse because you have the
opportunily te find stronger propensity foinvast, as
fhe comparies are approaching {heir end-of-year
balarice. These remarks add up with the possibility
to e stronger fogether with Bi-Mu and to iind deil-
verance from-an exhipition calonday that hias nover
helped us. Quite a few beliave thaf, moving away
fram the: Mitan Furniture Show in April, we can target
anavdience that would not come back to Mitan few
weeks after the end of the Design Week"

S0, inOctober, two worlds are meeting at FieraMi-
lano-Rha; what do they have in common?

“First of i, the big topics of madeni business —
Alfredo Mariotti saizl  starting from digital tran-

sformation, sustainability and ‘industry 4.0”,
that wil reccive adequate aftcntion in dedicated
innavation arsas and in-oepth initiatives”

“As apindustry association, we also have arolein
mformation and educafion, so that the member
companics can fully undarstand the valuo and tho
relevance of these fopics” Dario Corbetia added.
“There will atso be visitors leoking for solutions in
atf extititions, forall the materials that fo 'in the
middie" between wood and melal: this might be
the first sfep of one big mochanios or mochatronics
wieek, possioly invaiving the machines for the tran-
sformation of ary material..."

What were the first reactions?

"W can say fhat the news ias been pogitively re-
celved by extilbitors and vistors”, Alfredo Mariotti
replied. “After ail, this new "Oclober in Mian"
tings muliiple benefits both tous, e organizers,
and to-exhipitors and visitors, It's & unique. jaint
prajeet that will addt value [0 both events, lo the
benefit of alf stakeholders

We will creale a sirategic soncurrency that will
enalile all exhibitors to mest a much wider audience,
incrested inand focused on the technofogios pre-
sentad by bolfievents. 8o, more Vis'bility and ife
opporiunify o extend gromotian o new customers
ana new industry segments and scetors

There witt also be benefits for visitors: the October
evernit witt offer one access lo both extibitions, so
the gperators can find mare teennology and can-
tentswilly ane visit, unique services and in-oapths,
across poth indusiries”

"We have adopled a clear approach, working fo
avold any ovenapping to the benefit of exhioitors
and visitors”, Dario Corbetta said. “This approach
fhas boon targoly approciated, as wo have shown
that our priorify s ta offer the best to our pariniers

L want ta ropeat that, wiie the twe exiibilions will
remain soparate, we are committed to leveraging
all possible synergies, starting from communication
and promolion on a global scala

The relationsiip betwesn Acirmat! and Usimu fias
aiways beah very ciose: we have discussed ma-
nufacturing topics for decadcs and workad together
with axcellent results:

We share ihe same vision, because we are nof
‘pure" frade fair organizors, but first of aft asso-
clatiens of compantes that wark for the success
of eur industry*

Your decision has been driven by a world in rapid
change...

"Yas, definitely: the Industry, the enfire economy, s
i continuous evalution, and fhis means keeping
Your strongest commitmant 1o offor servicos and
svents in line with change. If you consider the pan-
demic storm (tiaf has swepl the world, fhe coilabo-
rafion Setween cxbibitions is-a strategic need, a do-
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cisfon To strangtnen and differentiate. your offer,
finally madlc: aftor many years of projocts and fdeas”

‘I agree with lr. Corbetia”. Alfredo Mariotti said
"Ovar many years, olr oxhibifions and aur asso-
ciations have'seen deep changes, with fast-chan-
ging seanarios

But wo knowone thing: pxhibitions canpot be ra-
placed, iley are meeling places for people, ai-
tholigh wo wilt alsn mako fho bost of the digitat
tools we fave improved.in recent montis. Bath
Bi-Mu and Xylexpo wiil have their *digital twin®, a
digita) soetion that oxpands and complomonis the
visifin persar, fromi the streaming of all events, io
new apps offering functions and services, from
the Interactive catalogs, tothe possibiily for exti-
bitors to promole heir solufions effectively on a
dedicated platform, with vidco chats and wobinars
that wifl cross all geegraphic batindéries

These insw tools will offer a different experience
and extend the exiibition beyend its cnd, walting
for the next edition”.

"We are iiving an cra of great transformation”,
Dario Corbetta said. "The internatiorial exhibition
randscape will inevitably find @ new balance, re-
warding the cvents that will strive to mect the inte-
rests of exhibifars and visitors.

We will play aur part, and we will aways work {o
idenlify services fhat are useful for everyone,
before, during and after the event. In-depins-and
the promaticn of industry-specific knowledge
are a priorty for Acimall and USRI as we are not
companies fiiat have profit as our primary gos,
out rather the centribution to promote new. toplcs
at all levels. so that ihey are not accessible opiy o
large busincssos. In this respeat, our ‘arcnas’ wilf
e valtiable venles where speakers and experts
can presentihe lalest rehnology developmionts,
disseminating specific knowicdge, anindustry cul-
ture that we want fo Integrate in our exhibitions,
that's a priority for ts"

by Luca Rossetti il

himu.it
xylexpo.com

Dario Corhetta.

-Xylexpo
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